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The home of living English
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for everyone
Over 50,000 newly added words and a total 
of 722,000 words, meanings and phrases – this is  
the largest single-volume English dictionary in print.  

for word lovers
Be drawn in by evolving definitions, new, rare 
and quirky words, plus fascinating insights and  
commentary from Mark Forsyth. 

for crossword addicts and word gamers
More words than ever before, including  
words on the official Scrabble™ list.

G
g or G (d�i�)  n, pl g’s, G’s or Gs  1 the seventh letter and fifth consonant of the 

modern English alphabet  2 a speech sound represented by this letter, in 
English usually either a voiced velar stop, as in grass, or a voiced palato-
alveolar affricate, as in page

g  symbol for  1 gallon(s)  2 gram(s)  3 acceleration of free fall (due to gravity) 
near the surface of the earth  4 grav  5 chess See algebraic notation

G  symbol for  1 music  a a note having a frequency of 392 hertz (G above middle 
C) or this value multiplied or divided by any power of 2; the fifth note of the 
scale of C major  b a key, string, or pipe producing this note  c the major or 
minor key having this note as its tonic  2 gauss  3 gravitational constant  
4 physics conductance  5 biochem guanine  6 German  7 Gibbs function  8 giga  
9 good  10 slang, chiefly US grand (a thousand dollars or pounds)  11 (in Australia)  
a general exhibition (used to describe a category of film certified as 
suitable for viewing by anyone)  b (as modifier): a G film  ■ G2  n informal the 
USA and the People’s Republic of China, considered as the world’s two 
most important economies [C21: modelled on G7, G10, etc]  ■ G3  abbreviation 
for Group of Three  ■ G5  abbreviation for Group of Five  ■ G7  abbreviation for 
Group of Seven  ■ G8  abbreviation for Group of Eight  ■ G9 text messaging  
abbreviation for genius  ■ G10  abbreviation for Group of Ten  ■ G20  abbreviation for 
Group of Twenty Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors  ■ G24  
abbreviation for Group of Twenty-Four  ■ G77  abbreviation for Group of Seventy-
Seven  ■ G clef  n another name for treble clef  ■ G-cramp  n another name 
for cramp2 (2)

G. or g.  abbreviation for  1 Gulf  2 guilder(s)  3 guinea(s)
ga  the internet domain name for Gabon
Ga 1  the chemical symbol for gallium
Ga 2 or Gã (�ɑ�)  n  1 (pl Ga, Gas or Gã, Gãs) a member of a Negroid people of W 

Africa living chiefly in S Ghana  2 the language of this people, belonging to 
the Kwa branch of the Niger-Congo family

GA  abbreviation for  1 General Assembly (of the United Nations)  2 general 
average  3 Georgia

Ga.  abbreviation for Georgia
GAA  abbreviation for (in Ireland) Gaelic Athletic Association
gab 1 (��b) informal  vb gabs, gabbing, gabbed  1 (intr) to talk excessively or 

idly, esp about trivial matters; gossip; chatter  ▷ n  2 idle or trivial talk  
3 gift of the gab ability to speak effortlessly, glibly, or persuasively [C18: 
variant of Northern dialect gob mouth, probably from Irish Gaelic gob beak, 
mouth]  › �gabber n  ■ gabby (���bi)  adj -bier, -biest informal inclined to 
chatter; talkative  › �gabbiness n  ■ gabfest (���bfεst)  n informal, chiefly US 
and Canadian  1 prolonged gossiping or conversation  2 an informal gathering 
for conversation [C19: from gab1 + fest]

gab 2 (��b)  n  1 a hook or open notch in a rod or lever that drops over the spindle 
of a valve to form a temporary connection for operating the valve  2 a pointed 
tool used in masonry [C18: probably from Flemish gabbe notch, gash]

GAB  abbreviation for Gabon (international car registration)
GABA (���bə)  n acronym for gamma-aminobutyric acid: a biologically active 

substance found in plants and in brain and other animal tissues; it is a 
neurotransmitter that inhibits activation of neurones

gabapentin (���bə�pεntin)  n an antiepileptic drug that is also used to 
control neurological pain

Gabar (��ɑ�bə), Gheber or Ghebre  n  1 a member of an Iranian religious 
sect practising a modern version of Zoroastrianism  ▷ adj  2 of, relating to, 
or characterizing the Gabar sect or its beliefs

gabardine or gaberdine (���bə�di�n, ���bə�di�n)  n  1 a twill-weave worsted, 
cotton, or spun-rayon fabric  2 an ankle-length loose coat or frock worn by 
men, esp by Jews, in the Middle Ages  3 any of various other garments 
made of gabardine, esp a child’s raincoat [C16: from Old French gauvardine 
pilgrim’s garment, from Middle High German wallewart pilgrimage; 
related to Spanish gabardina]

gabba (���bə)  n a type of electronic dance music
gabbart (���bət)  n Scot dialect a traditional Scottish sailing vessel designed 

for use on inland waterways; a barge
gabble (���bəl)  vb  1 to utter (words, etc) rapidly and indistinctly; jabber  

2 (intr) (of geese and some other birds or animals) to utter rapid cackling 
noises  ▷ n  3 rapid and indistinct speech or noises [C17: from Middle Dutch 
gabbelen, of imitative origin]  › �gabbler n  ■ gabblement (���bəlmənt)  n a 
gabbling noise

gabbro (���brəυ)  n, pl -bros a dark coarse-grained basic plutonic igneous 
rock consisting of plagioclase feldspar, pyroxene, and often olivine [C19: 
from Italian, probably from Latin glaber smooth, bald]  › gab�broic or 
�gabbro�itic adj  ■ gabbroid (���brɔid)  adj gabbro-like, especially of a rock in 
the petrographic clan which contains the gabbro family

gabelle (���bεl)  n French history a salt tax levied until 1790 [C15: from Old 
Italian gabella, from Arabic qabālah tribute, from qabala he received]  
› ga�belled adj  ■ gabeller (���bεlə)  n French history a person who collected the 
gabelle; a tax-collector

gaberdine (���bə�di�n, ���bə�di�n)  n a variant spelling of gabardine
gaberlunzie (���bə�l�nzi, -�lu�nji)  n Scot archaic or literary a wandering 

beggar. Also called: gaberlunzie-man [C16: variant of earlier gaberlungy]
Gaberones (���bə�rəυnεs)  n the former name for Gaborone
Gabès (��ɑ�bεs; French �abεs)  n  1 a port in E Tunisia. Pop: 116 000 (2005 est)  

2 Gulf of Gabès an inlet of the Mediterranean on the E coast of Tunisia  
▶ Ancient name: Syrtis Minor. Arabic name: Qabis

gabion (��eibiən)  n  1 a cylindrical metal container filled with stones, used 
in the construction of underwater foundations  2 a wickerwork basket 
filled with stones or earth, used (esp formerly) as part of a fortification 
[C16: from French: basket, from Italian gabbione, from gabbia cage, from 
Latin cavea; see cage]  ■ gabionade or gabionnade (��eibiə�neid)  n  1 a row of 
gabions submerged in a waterway, stream, river, etc, to control the flow of 
water  2 a fortification constructed of gabions  ■ gabionage (��eibiənid�)  n 
a structure or fortification built with gabions

gable (��eibəl)  n  1 the triangular upper part of a wall between the sloping 
ends of a pitched roof  2 a triangular ornamental feature in the form of a 
gable, esp as used over a door or window  3 the triangular wall on both ends 
of a gambrel roof [C14: Old French gable, probably from Old Norse gafl; 
related to Old English geafol fork, Old High German gibil gable]  › �gabled adj  
› �gable-�like adj  ■ gable end  n the end wall of a building on the side which 
is topped by a gable  ■ gablet (��eiblit)  n a small gable  ■ gable window  n a 
window positioned in a gable or having a small gable over it

Gable (��eibəl)  n (William) Clark. 1901–60, US film actor. His films include It 
Happened One Night (1934), San Francisco (1936), Gone with the Wind (1939), 
Mogambo (1953), and The Misfits (1960)

gabnash (���b�n�ʃ)  n Scot dialect the act of chattering
Gabo (��ɑ�bəυ, -bə)  n Naum (naυm), original name Naum Neemia Pevsner. 

1890–1977, US sculptor, born in Russia: a leading constructivist
Gabon (�ə�bɒn; French �abɔ̃)  n a republic in W central Africa, on the Atlantic: 

settled by the French in 1839; made part of the French Congo in 1888; 
became independent in 1960; almost wholly forested. Official language: 
French. Religion: Christian majority; significant animist minority. 
Currency: franc. Capital: Libreville. Pop: 1 640 286 (2013 est). Area: 267 675 sq 
km (103 350 sq miles). Former English spelling: Gaboon  ■ Gabonese 
(���bə�ni�z)  adj  1 of or relating to Gabon or its inhabitants  ▷ n  2 a native or 
inhabitant of Gabon

gaboon (�ə�bu�n)  n the dark mahogany-like wood from a western and central 
African burseraceous tree, Aucoumea klaineana, used in plywood, for furniture, 
and as a veneer [C20: altered from Gabon]  ■ gaboon viper  n a large 
venomous viper, Bitis gabonica, that occurs in African rainforests. It has 
brown and purple markings and hornlike projections on its snout

Gabor (�ə�bɔ�)  n Dennis. 1900–79, British electrical engineer, born in Hungary. 
He invented holography: Nobel prize for physics 1971

Gaborone (�h�bə�rəυni)  n the capital of Botswana (since 1964), in the 
extreme southeast. Pop: 186 007 (2001). Former name: Gaberones

Gabriel 1 (��eibriəl)  n Bible one of the archangels, the messenger of good 
news (Daniel 8:16–26; Luke 1:11–20, 26–38)

Gabriel 2 (French �abriεl)  n Jacques-Ange (�akɑ̃�). 1698–1782, French architect: 
designed the Petit Trianon at Versailles

Gabrieli (Italian �abri�εli) or Gabrielli  n  1 Andrea (an�drε�a). 1520–86, Italian 
organist and composer; chief organist of St Mark’s, Venice  2 his nephew, 
Giovanni (d�o�vanni). 1558–1612, Italian organist and composer

gaby (��eibi)  n, pl -bies archaic or dialect a simpleton [C18: of unknown origin]
gad 1 (��d)  vb gads, gadding, gadded  1 (intr; often foll by about or around) to go 

out in search of pleasure, esp in an aimless manner; gallivant  ▷ n  
2 carefree adventure (esp in the phrase on or upon the gad) [C15: back 
formation from obsolete gadling companion, from Old English, from gæd 
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Primary Dictionaries14 | 

Primary 
Dictionaries & 
Thesauruses
Our Primary Dictionaries combine colourful 
illustrations and clear layouts to encourage children  
to discover and learn the English language. 

Fully updated editions contain all the words  
children need to know at school and at home.

Collins Maths Dictionary

9780008212377 | 144 pages  
246 x 189 mm | 05/04/2018 | £9.99

Collins Primary Thesaurus

9780008222055 | 384 pages  
210 x 148 mm | 05/04/2018 | £10.99

Collins Primary Dictionary

9780008206789 | 472 pages  
210 x 148 mm | 05/04/2018 | £10.99
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Primary Dictionaries

Collins Children’s 
Dictionary

9780008271176 | 472 pages  
210 x 148 mm | 03/05/2018 | £12.99

Collins Children’s 
Thesaurus

9780008271183 | 388 pages  
210 x 148 mm | 03/05/2018 | £12.99

Collins A Word A Day

9780008545840 | 128 pages  
210 x 148 mm | 13/10/2022 | £12.99

 | 15

Collins First School 
Dictionary

9780008206765 | 176 pages  
246 x 189 mm | 05/04/2018 | £9.99
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Our Secondary dictionaries and thesauruses are perfect 
companions for students to get to grips with English. 
Easy-to-use layouts, key word indicators help children 
enrich their language learning.

Collins School Dictionary 
(6th edition)

9780008257934 | 960 pages 
198 x 129 mm | 05/04/2018 | £11.99

Collins Gem  
School Thesaurus 
(6th edition)

9780008321185 | 736 pages 
111 x 76 mm | 04/04/2019 | £4.99

Collins Gem 
School Dictionary (6th edition)

9780008321178 | 680 pages 
111 x 76 mm | 04/04/2019 | £4.99

Collins Gem School 
Dictionary & Thesaurus  
(3rd edition)

9780008321161 | 840 pages 
111 x 76 mm | 04/04/2019 | £5.99

Collins Jamaican  
School Dictionary

9780008219055 | 752 pages 
198 x 129 mm | 20/04/2017 | £7.99 

Collins School Thesaurus 
(6th edition)

9780008257941 | 738 pages 
151 x 108 mm | 05/04/2018 | £7.99

Collins School Dictionary & 
Thesaurus (2nd edition)

9780008257958 | 840 pages 
151 x 108 mm | 05/04/2018 | £9.99

Collins Caribbean  
Student’s Dictionary

9780008276423 | 1072 pages 
198 x 129 mm | 14/12/2017 | £10.99

Collins Caribbean  
School Dictionary

9780008219048 | 752 pages 
198 x 129 mm | 20/04/2017 | £7.99

Collins School Dictionary 
(6th edition)

9780008257927 | 960 pages 
151 x 108 mm | 05/04/2018 | £7.99

Secondary English Dictionaries

Collins Jamaican  
Student’s Dictionary

9780008399382 | 1088 pages 
198 x 129 mm | 02/04/2020 | £10.99

Secondary Dictionaries & 
Thesauruses
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Our bilingual dictionaries are designed to 
introduce, encourage and grow children’s 
vocabulary as well as make learning fun 
and interactive.

Bilingual Resources  
for Schools

Collins Primary 
French Dictionary

9780008312701 | 592 pages 
210 x 148 mm | 04/04/2019 | £9.99

Collins Gem German 
School Dictionary 
(2nd edition)

9780007569328 | 624 pages 
111 x 76 mm | 07/05/2015 | £4.99

Collins First French 
Dictionary

9780008312718 | 80 pages 
246 x 189 mm | 02/04/2020 | £6.99

French Resources

German Dictionaries

Collins French  
School Dictionary 
(5th edition)

9780008257965 | 640 pages 
151 x 108 mm | 03/05/2018 | £6.99

Collins German School 
Dictionary (5th edition)

9780008257989 | 624 pages 
151 x 108 mm | 03/05/2018 | £6.99

Bilingual Dictionaries for Schools

Collins Easy Learning 
French Ages 5–7

9780008159467 | 32 pages 
297 x 210 mm | 17/12/2015 | £3.99

Collins Easy Learning 
French Ages 7-9

9780008159474 | 32 pages 
297 x 210 mm | 06/02/2016 | £3.99

Collins Gem French  
School Dictionary 
(4th edition)

9780007569311 | 640 pages 
111 x 76 mm | 07/05/2015 | £4.99
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Collins Primary  
Spanish Dictionary

9780008312695 | 624 pages 
210 x 148 mm | 04/04/2019 | £9.99

Collins First Spanish 
Dictionary 

9780008312725 | 80 pages 
246 x 189 mm | 02/04/2020 | £6.99

Collins Spanish  
School Dictionary 
(4th edition)

9780008257972 | 640 pages 
151 x 108 mm | 03/05/2018 | £6.99

Collins Gem Spanish  
School Dictionary 
(3rd edition)

9780007569304 | 640 pages 
111 x 76 mm | 07/05/2015 | £4.99

Bilingual Dictionaries for Schools

Collins Easy Learning  
Mandarin Chinese 
Ages 7-11

9780008389451 | 32 pages 
297 x 210 mm | 14/05/2020 | £4.99

Collins Easy Learning 
Spanish Ages 5-7

9780008312756 | 32 pages 
297 x 210 mm | 07/02/2019 | £3.99

Spanish Resources

Mandarin Chinese Resources

Collins Easy Learning  
Spanish Ages 7-9

9780008312763 | 32 pages 
297 x 210 mm | 07/02/2019 | £3.99
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Collins COBUILD Dictionaries for Learners

Collins COBUILD is a leading source of authentic English 
worldwide and our range of dictionaries and grammar 
resources continue to provide invaluable and detailed 
guidance on the English language.

Reference for English Language

Advanced Learner’s 
Dictionary (10th edition)

9780008444907 | 1,920 pages  
238 x 164 mm | 13/04/2023 | £29.99

Learner’s Dictionary  
(5th edition)

9780008607760 | 960 pages  
198 x 129 mm | 13/04/2023 | £22.99

English Grammar   
(4th edition)

9780008135812 | 576 pages  
234 x 153 mm | 23/03/2017 | £15.99

Primary Learner’s 
Dictionary (4th edition)

9780008607777 | 640 pages  
198 x 129 mm | 14/09/2023 | £15.99

Advanced American English 
Dictionary (3rd edition)

9780008607784 | 1,680 pages  
238 x 164 mm | 09/11/2023 | £28.99

Idioms Dictionary  
(4th edition)

9780008375454 | 592 pages  
198 x 129 mm | 11/06/2020 | £15.99

Phrasal Verbs  
(4th edition)

9780008375461 | 592 pages  
198 x 129 mm | 11/06/2020 | £15.99

Learner’s American English 
Dictionary (3rd edition)

9780008135782 | 1,128 pages  
229 x 153 mm | 19/05/2016 | £23.00
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